PANAMA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

P.O. Box 1680 Phone: (918) 963-2215
Panama, OK 74951 Fax: (918) 963-4860

Information for Homeless

Your child(ren) may be eligible for assistance through the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. The application
process is simple and all information is kept confidential. Forms are available at the Enrollment Center for new students
and through your school counselor’s office or the district homeless liaison for currently enrolled students.

District Homeless Liaison involves training school staff in identification, arranging services, and arbitrating

disputes that may arise. The local liaison is the key to ensuring homeless children and youths receive the services

they need. Required in all LEAs regardless of sub-grant status, the liaison is the primary contact between homeless
families, school and LEA staff, shelter workers, and other service providers. In 42 US.C. § 11432(g)(6)(A), the
McKinney-Vento Act lists the responsibilities of the local liaison. The law states that local liaisons will ensure that:
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homeless children and youths are identified by school personnel through outreach and coordination with other
agencies;

homeless children and youths are enrolled in, and have a full and equal opportunity to succeed in, school;

homeless families, children, and youths have access to and receive educational services for which they are eligible,
including Head Start programs, early intervention services under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA), and other preschool programs administered by the LEA;

homeless families, children, and youths receive referrals to health care services, dental services, mental health

and substance abuse services, housing services, and other appropriate services;

the parents or guardians of homeless children and youths are informed of the educational and related
opportunities available to their children and are provided with meaningful opportunities to participate in the education
of their children;

public notice of the educational rights of homeless children and youths is disseminated in locations frequented by
parents or guardians of homeless children and youths, and unaccompanied youths, including schools, shelters, public
libraries, and soup kitchens, in a manner and form understandable to parents and guardians and unaccompanied youth;
enrollment disputes are mediated according to 42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(E);

the parent or guardian of a homeless child or youth, and any unaccompanied homeless youth, is fully informed of

all transportation services, including transportation to the school of origin;

school personnel who serve homeless children and youths receive professional development and other support;
unaccompanied homeless youths are enrolled in school, have opportunities to meet the same challenging State
academic standards established for other students, and are informed of their status as independent students and
assisted to receive verification of their status for completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

What services could be provided?

Enrollment Assistance Hygiene Items

School Clothing Assistance Transportation to/from School of Origin
School Supplies/Backpacks School Program Fees and Dues

Free Breakfast/Lunch/Supper Community Referrals

District Homeless Liaison
Stephanie Diamond
918-963-0402




